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The Forgotten Community of Western Society
Wim van Ophem focuses on the individuals that he identifies as the visible invisible. His works reflect on the way that photographers and documentary makers show third world countries and the suffering associated with those countries. The idea by van Ophem was to highlight the hidden suffering in Western society. He uses subjects from multiple cities such as Antwerp, Glasgow, Marseille and Hamburg to show that human suffering exists in the developed nations but is more hidden than in third world countries. The project in general addresses the need to provide exposure to the problem of human suffering in Western society. A special focus is provided to the homeless community across Europe. The photos by van Ophem show the subjects in the settings that they have become accustomed to. The homeless people covered in this project are shown within an environment that most people associate with and this is meant to show how the homeless are a forgotten and ignored community. From this project, the viewer realizes how easy it may be in this day and age of individualized society to fail to take notice of the people suffering around us.
In a photo of a homeless man from Hamburg, van Ophem uses the entire street as a backdrop to provide contrast between the homeless man and the rest of the Western society. The photo contains people going about their daily business while the man sleeps on the pavement. There is no particular urgency by any person to help the homeless man. In addition, the people covered in the background show no awareness of the man on the pavement. This is reflective of the broader problem in Western society where those undergoing suffering are ignored by their fellow society members. 
The Glasgow photo has subjects who are undergoing human suffering as a result of them being homeless and physically disabled. The artist uses the disability as the central focus of the photo. The two men in the photo are shown to depend on a wheelchair and crutch respectively to overcome their physical limitations. These are given visual emphasis and the viewer understands that the equipment used by the handicapped men is the focal point of the image. The background is blurred while the foreground is more of a close-up on the two subjects. Soft lighting is used to provide an element of empathy with the human suffering covered by the artist. The subjects appear to be comfortable with one another as their seating positions are natural. They are both captured looking away from the camera and this is a technique used to highlight the suffering of those individuals as a third-party would perceive.
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